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Dear Friends,  

It’s hard to believe that we have moved from winter to  spring 

and even Lent into Easter! But as we 

know, time moves so quickly. This 

winter will not only be remembered 

for being relatively mild on the 

outside, but for us it has been very 

busy on the inside. Just watching the 

children grow and succeed in their 

learning and self confidence is a 

blessing for all of us involved in their 

education. 

 We have journeyed from our annual Christmas 

program, which was held on a very cold and snowy night, 

Christmas homeroom parties, Catholic Schools Week 

activities, basketball games, required state testing and then 

to the normal every day classroom work. 

 All of this is possible because of your generosity 

shown to our students in so many ways. 

 May God bless you for all that you do for us and as we 

prepare for Easter be assured of our prayers for you and your 

family. 

   Have a blessed Holy Week and Easter, 

   Fr. Michael Swierz, President                               
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STAFF APPRECIATION DAY 

During Catholic Schools Week the 

school’s administration sponsored a 

“Staff Appreciation Day”.  The staff 

participated in basketball and volleyball 

games with students and were treated to 

a luncheon.  

St. Joseph the Provider School Staff Annual Christmas Program 

ANNUAL BASKET & GIFT AUCTION 

Please see page 4 of this newsletter for 

information on our Annual Auction to be 

held on Friday, April 21, 2017. Entrance 

tickets are only available in advance  

through the school office, 330-259-0353.  

Just a few of the hundreds of prizes at 
last year’s auction. 



CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2017 

Catholic Schools Week is an annual celebration of Catholic education throughout the 

country. This year our school observed the week 

by having community service projects such as 

Jump Rope For Heart and making blankets for 

residents of a nursing home. We also had a day  

where a student’s “special person” was invited to 

school to celebrate Mass, student awards and 

enjoyed a  luncheon.  We held our school spelling 

bee. Students also had a number of fun 

endeavors such as bowling and bounce-around 

activities. Above all, Catholic Schools Week is 

meant to focus on Catholic education’s advantages and its contribution to our church, 

communities and nation. 

 

CLASSES MAKE BLANKETS FOR NURSING HOME 

During Catholic Schools Week students do a 

community service project. This year classes 

made blankets for nursing home residents. On 

Ash Wednesday, Fr. Mike and our guidance 

counselor, Mrs. Sue Paluga, brought several 

students to  Guardian Health Care Center. Fr. 

Mike distributed ashes and the students 

delivered the blankets to residents.  

 
 

NEW LAPTOPS 

The proceeds from last year’s Golf Outing 

were used to  procure new laptops for 

Grades 5-8 for use at school. Students will 

be using the laptops in the classroom for 

researching, writing and printing their  

projects, and in familiarizing themselves 

with 21st Century educational technology 

that they will need to know to be successful 

in high school and beyond.  

OUR MISSION 

St. Joseph the Provider Catholic School is an in-city center of learning serving families in 

Youngstown, Ohio and the surrounding area. We are committed to providing an inclusive 

moral, spiritual and academic atmosphere where learning takes place in a safe and caring 

environment. By fostering positive relationships with our parents and community, we 

empower them to support their child’s efforts to live lives based on the tradition of the 

Church and the gospel mandate of love through service.  
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Eighth graders appreciating 
their new laptops 

All grades enjoyed the  
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BOARD 
OF 

DIRECTORS 

 
Mrs. Jerri Aiello 

Educator 
 

Dr. Robert Beebe 
Retired Professor of Educational 

Leadership at YSU 
 

Rev. Edward Brienz 
Director, Propagation of Faith & 

Missions, Yo. Diocese 
 

Dr. Mary Lou DiPillo 
Associate Dean YSU  

Beeghly College of Education 
 

Ms. Cristina Esparra 
Account Manager 

The Coca-Cola Company 
 

Mrs. Mimi Kerrigan 
Development Chairperson 

 

Sr. Mary Alyce Koval, O.S.U. 
Beatitude House, 

Education Director 
 

Ms. Sandra Page 
Retired Specialist-Client Services 

AT & T 
 

Mr. Dennis Pascarella 
C.P.A. 

 

Mr. Alan Ricks 
Commercial Real Estate (Broker/

Developer/Manager) 
 

Ms. Roxann Sebest 
Director of Marketing for 

the United Way of Youngstown 
and the Mahoning Valley 

 

Rev. Michael Swierz 
President, St. Joseph the Provid-

er School 
Pastor, St. Patrick Parish,  

Hubbard 
 

Mrs. Shelia Triplett 
Director of Operations 

Mah. Yo. Community Action 
Program (MYCAP) 

 

Mrs. Patricia Wanat 
Owner Comprehensive WorkLife 

Solutions, Inc. 
 

Mr. Robert Wasko 
Vice President, 

Wasko Funeral Home 
 

Ms. Linda Wellendorf 
C.P.A. 

Director of Communications  
CreativeBridge Coalition 



2ND GRADE STUDENT’S GENEROSITY RESULTS IN A VISIT BY ARMY SGT. JOSHUA 

MOORE 

Sgt. Joshua Moore paid a visit to our 2nd Grade to personally thank student, 

Gerniah Newton, for her care package that he received while serving in Iraq a few 

months ago. Gerniah used her own money to purchase items for the care package. 

Sgt. Moore  shared his experiences in the Army with Gernia’s classmates and 

answered their questions. He stressed the importance of following the rules to 

have a successful career. As a thank you Sgt. Moore gave Gerniah a cap and his 

foreign service patch. Everyone promised to pray for Sgt. Moore as he is returning 

to Iraq. 
 

ST. JOSEPH THE PROVIDER SCHOOL EIGHTH GRADE WILL ENACT THE 

LIVING STATIONS 

Each Lenten season the eighth grade class traditionally participates in 

a different form of prayer to God: the Living Stations of the Cross. At 

1:00 pm on Holy Thursday, April 13, 2017, this year’s eighth grade will 

offer their unique way of bringing the Passion of Our Lord to others, 

allowing everyone to contemplate Jesus’ love for humanity. Everyone 

is welcome to attend this beautiful expression of prayer. 
 

2016-2017 ANNUAL APPEAL AND FUNDRAISERS 

This year our Annual Appeal theme is St. Teresa of Calcutta’s quote:  “It’s not how much we give, but how 

much love we put into giving”, which is what we have as our goal with the students God has entrusted to us. 

Thanks to very generous and faithful benefactors, we have had another successful  appeal. During the Fall the 

school sponsored a Stuffed Cabbage Dinner and in February there was a Steak Fry Dinner. Both dinners sold 

out. Our very popular Basket and Gift Auction is upcoming on Friday, April 21, 2017. Thank 

you to all who support these events that fund projects to benefit our students. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 8TH GRADE STUDENT TEI’AHNA BARNETT 

Congratulations to 8th grader, Tei’Ahna Barnett, who will become a Catholic at the Easter 

Vigil, April 15, 2017, at St. Columba Cathedral. May God bless you, Tei’Ahna! 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN COMMITTEE 

Administration, Board Members and Staff are working with Dr. Ron Chordas, who is 

facilitating the development of a new Strategic Plan for 2017. The Plan will develop the goals the school 

hopes to accomplish during the next three years. 

 

2017 DIOCESAN ART SHOW 

St. Joseph the Provider School hosted the 2017 Elementary and High 

School Art Show on March 15, 2017.  Pictured here are our school’s 

ribbon winners with Mrs. Orlando, Art Teacher and Fr. Mike. L-R: 

Randean Addison, Marina Sepulveda, Andrew Laster, Jovan Adams, 

Angel Franklin, Samara Wilkins and Mya Addison. 

Gerniah Newton 
and 

Sgt. Joshua Moore 

St. Joseph the Provider Art Show 
Ribbon Winners 

Last Year’s Eighth Grade  
Living Stations 

Tei’Ahna Barnett,  
Gr. 8 



Donations of gifts or baskets are welcome for our Auction. If you are 

able to attend, the buffet is tremendous and everyone has a great time! 


